
 
7th & 8th Grade Friday Letter 
11/18/16 
 
Hello 7th and 8th Grade Families! 
 
It has come to our attention that some of our 7th and 8th graders have been using their 
cell phones inappropriately in the classroom and on campus.  We take this matter very 
seriously as the safety and well being of each of our students is one of our core 
principles and essential in creating the most inclusive learning environment. 
 
While some teachers have allowed appropriate cell phone use in the classroom, WCA 
policy regarding cell phones is that all cell phones are turned off and in students' 
backpacks between the hours of 8:10 AM and 3:00 PM.  
 
To help facilitate the WCA policy, and because our 7th and 8th grade students typically 
begin and end the school day with their homeroom teachers, we have decided to take 
the following actions.   At the beginning of their first class with their homeroom teachers, 
all students will turn in their cell phones to their teacher.  The phones will be held 
securely by those teachers during the day in a safe location.  At the end of the day, 
during the last 5 minutes of Class Meeting, cell phones will be returned to students.  We 
will begin this policy when we return to school on Monday, November 28, 2016. 
 
All students will still have access to the Chromebooks for in-class research, calculators 
will be provided for students who wish to use them, and families can contact the main 
office or e-mail teachers if communication with students is required.  We will continue to 
educate and inform our students about appropriate use of technology, proper netiquette, 
and how to value their access to such a powerful tool.  For now, we ask for the support 
of our awesome WCA 7th and 8th grade community to continue providing a safe and 
inclusive learning culture and environment. 
 
Thank you and have a very Happy Thanksgiving holiday! 
 
Best wishes, 
 
WCA 7th & 8th Grade Teaching Team 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
★ Congratulations to our ACADEMIC ALL STARS of the week for their leadership 

both academically and socially: 
■ Mikayla Butts - 7th Grade 
■ Cally Hafner - 7th Grade 

★ Trimester 1 has officially ended!  All grades will be entered and Report Cards will 
be going home on December 2.  Please contact us if you have any questions 
about your child’s grades. 

★ Please see the attached flyer for our upcoming Parents’ Night Out fundraiser.  
○ It will occur on Friday, December 2, 2016 in the Willow Creek MPR.  
○ Parents will be able to drop off their kids for some arts and crafts and 

other fun activities, then go out and enjoy some time together, then come 
back and pick their children up.  

○ We need 7th/8th grade volunteers to work the event.  Please fill out the 
sign up sheet to give your 7th or 8th grader permission to help raise 
money for their Outward Bound Field Trips this year! 

 
Science -   
 
7th Grade:  
This was our final week of PHOTOSYNTHESIS and looking at chemical 
reactions.  We conducted a lab with elodea plants using 3 independent 
variables (light color, intensity and water temperature) to determine which 
variable had the biggest impact on oxygen levels.  
 
8th Grade: 
In 8th grade, students took their final test to determine the KINETIC 
ENERGY of a moving object using the equation Ek = ½ mass X velocity 
squared by helping the Warriors learn to shoot better!  
 
English Language Arts 
     7th Grade: We’re in the homestretch with our argumentative essay on 
identity (Pygmalion).  This week we have been writing and revising our 
essays getting ready to submit the final draft Friday, November 18th.  Upon 
returning from Thanksgiving break we will prepare to read the popular 



novel by S.E. Hinton, “The Outsiders.”  This should prove to be an 
engaging and project based unit. Wishing you all a wonderful holiday! 
 
     8th Grade: We are nearing the end of our novel “To Kill A Mockingbird.” 
These last two days we have been writing and designing a front page 
newspaper article as it relates to the trial of Tom Robinson. The students 
were very creative and have been presenting them in class this week. 
After returning from Thanksgiving break, we will begin writing our narrative 
essay that will directly relate to the mock trial I am planning for the 
beginning of December. I wish you all a wonderful holiday week! 
 
 
Social Studies 
 

7th & 8th Grade:  There have been so many awesome 
student projects and presentations!  Our students have 
worked so hard this trimester and it really shows.  See 
below for some pictures of their learning. 

 
 
  



MATHEMATICS 
 
7th Grade: 
 

This week we focused on order of operations and negative integers, the 
goal being to build number sense around positive and negative numbers. Many 
students are still seeing 6-5 and wondering if the 5 is negative, or if it is 
subtracted. We want to make clarification there and do some reprogramming 
around the idea that “a negative and a negative is a positive”.  One of the 
strongest ways that we can do this is to learn to convert subtraction problems 
into addition problems, i.e 17 - 6 = 17+(-6) , or 3 - 16 = 3 + (-16). 
 We used tiles to help enforce these ideas, and the week closes with groups 
making posters to explain the various relationships between addition, 
subtraction, positive, and negative numbers. 
  
 
8th Grade: 
 

We spent this week working on understanding linear functions. We were 
able to build math vocabulary through an online activity similar to “guess who” 
where students had to describe graphs using terms like  origin, quadrant, slope, 
x-intercept, y-intercept , and more to describe a graph that their partner 
couldn’t see (the activity is called “polygraph” and is available through 
student.desmos.com). 

We also estimated the cost of lego sets, then did a finer analysis through 
linear modeling, after which students were able to predict the price of a 1000 
piece set to within a couple of bucks. 

 
Accessing Materials: 

I still cannot add parents to the google classroom at this time, but I have 
started to email the weekly announcements. Let me know if you didn’t get the 
last one so I can add you to the list.  

The online book is at  sso.cpm.org . 7th grade is working from CC2 and 8th 
is working from CC3. 
       I would like to reduce the paper load, especially since we have several 
paperless options available, but I understand that some would prefer to have a 
physical document. I always have a few physical homework handouts as well as a 
copier in my class. 
 

http://sso.cpm.org/

